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I.—FoREIGN PpouItIcs, 


Tue Sahachar, of the 24th August, says that the news of the transport 
of commissariat articles in immense quantities 
_from Calcutta to the up-country for some weeks 
ast has made both the native and Anglo-Indian communities uneasy. Active 
military preparations are going on 1n the Punjab and especially at Rawalpindee. 
An Anglo-Indian daily has asked, what does all this mean? ‘l'hat ereat 
yneasiness exists 1n the public mind is clearly shown by the state of the money- 
market. And what does all this expenditure in a time of distress mean? 
Government cannot of course disclose confidential matters, but it will do well 
to give the people some idea of what is going on. 

Government says that Russia’s object in sending troops to the Pamirs is 
to pick a quarrel. Government knows well enough that the Amir will not be 
so foolish as to desert a powerful and high-minded friend like itself. It comes 
to this, then, that all these preparations are being made in view of hostilities 
‘nthe Pamirs. But the question is, whether this Russian move is only a 
menace like many others, or a step forward in the direction of invading India. 

However that may be, Government need not make itself so uneasy about 
this Pamir affair. Russia, circumstanced as she now is, will be ill able to 
cope with the indomitable English people. Her finances are in disorder. She 
can get no loan in the Continental market, and since the expulsion of the Jews, 
the Rothschilds are throwing obstacles in the way of a Russian loan. It is only 
the last French loan of 200 million rupees that has enabled the Russian Govern- 
ment to relieve its famine-stricken people. Russian soldiers have not yet got new 
muskets. There is indeed a railway in Central Asia. But in order to invade 
India, it will be necessary to send at least three lakhs of troops to the banks 
of the Indus? Where will Russia get so many troops; and where will she 
get provision for them? Every one, having any notion of what warfare is, 
knows what immense quautities of provisions are required to maintain not 
more than 10,000 troops on the field. ‘There is, then, no fear of a war. 
Government should of course adopt precautions But to make preparations, as 
if a war were imminent, would prove lack of foresight and lead to a serious 
waste of public money. Government is not certainly doing any such thing. 
It is only adopting necessary precautions. 

2. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 25th August, 
says :— 

It is true the Afghans love independence and therefore strongly opposed 
the two last English attempts to subjugate them. But considering how two 
powerful nations are pressing upon Afghanistan from opposite directions, at 
a time when the country is full of internal dissension, it is not likely that the 
Afchans will be long able to maintain their independence. They will in the 
end have to submit to the more powerful among the two aggressors. 

3. The Banganivasi, of the 26th August, 
writes as follows :— 


It is clear that a war with Afghanistan is imminent and unavoidable. 
If in this war the English succeed in defeating the Amir, it is certain 
that they will never be able to bring the freedom-loving Afghan people into 
subjection. This the English Government knows very well; and it is because 
it knows this that it has so long refrained from making Afghanistan, as it 
has made India, a field for the exercise of arbitrary power. It is because 
it is unable to cope with the Afghan people that it scldom makes an attempt 
to subdue them, and whenever it makes the attempt receives from the Afghan 
people a lesson that it does not soon forget. The Amir’s subjects are now 
indeed embroiled in civil dissensions, but they will make a united stand 
against the English, if the English take a step forward in the direction of 
their country. | 

“Tf it is your intention to take advantage of the present civil discord in 
Afchanistan to effect an entrance into that country by extending your 
‘sympathy to those that have rebelled against the Amir’s authority, then do you 
take timely warning, and not allow yourselves to be tempted by false Dope i 
utter forgetfulness of your duty, and to the scrious risk of the Indian exchequer 
wut of your Indian subjects. Do your duty by your own subjects, try to 
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improve their condition and trust their loyalty, and it will be all well with you, 
Your subjects will gladly give their last drop of blood in defending their 
country against foreign invasion, and no foreign power will dare to cast q 
glance at your empire while there 1s left any courage, however small, ip 
their hearts. And whenever you feel tempted to look wistfully towards 
Afghanistan, try to remember that Afghanistan is not India ; that the Amir 
is not a Siraj-ud-daolah; that the rebels against the Amir are not so many 
Umichands, Jagat Seths, or Rai Durlabhs; that, unlike Rani Bhawani, tho 
Afghan people will not consent to place themselves in the hands of one 
oppressor in order to deliver themselves from those of another ; or to inviteg 
foreigner into their country to free them from the yoke of a national sovereign, 
The rebellion in Afghanistan means only an attempt to make the road to 
independence wider; and not an '9 to depose the Amir and place the 
English on the Afghan throne.” It is hoped the Government will take the 
writer’s advice, and not give Russia better opportunities by embroiling itself 
in a war with the Afghans. Who can say that, hard pressed on both sides, the 
Afghans will not make common cause with the Russians? The writer has, 
however, little cause for anxiety, seeing that Mr. Gladstone has become Prime 
Minister, and will follow the soundest policy in regard to Afghanistan, 
4, The Sanjivani, of the 27th August, says that the Amir’s reply is not 
considered satisfactory by the Government of India, 
which is, therefore, determined on sending the pro- 
posed mission, But what an insult it would be to the Government if the Amir 
does not come to Jellalabad to meet the mission. And then the Government 
will have no alternative left but to declare war against Afghanistan. Will the 
Government act wisely in thus inviting danger to its door? The Simla 


The Afghan question. 


residence of the Government of India is the cause of all mischief, It was from 


Simla that Lord Lytton declared the second Afghan war. 


Is there no one to give the Government good advice? Its counsellors 
are surely giving it bad advice. ‘They seem to think that without a conquest 
of Afghanistan the Indian Empire will not be safe. But they forget that it 
would be no casy thing to conquer Afghanistan. The Afghans are neither 
Indians, nor weakly Burmans, though, for the matter of that, the Government 
has not in the course of these six years succeeded in completely subjugating 
the latter. And even if the Afghans are easily defeated by the powerful 
British Government, they will not as easily submit tothe British yoke. Indeed, 
Afghanistan cannot be conquered without the sacrifice of crores of money 
and thousands of human lives, and when all this sacrifice has been made, peace 
will not bo established so long as a single Afghan breathes the breath of life. 

Amir Abdur Rahman, too, is not so tractable a man as he appears to be. 
He will not let himself be easily overcome. If the Government of India thrusts 
a mission upon him, he will surely call Russia to his rescue, though he may not 
be on the best of terms with the latter power. And then the English will have 
to fight the combined powers of Afghanistan and Russia. That will be a 
terrible fight, out of which the English may come victorious, but will never 
come solvent, 

The best thing to do now is to let Afghanistan alone. So long as that 
country remains independent, the Government of India has nothing to fear. 
Russia will not find it casy to conquer the Afghans; and even if she succeeds 
in making the conquest in the course of, say, a century, the boundary of the 
Russian Empire will coincide with that of British India, and the two civilized 
powers will stand side by side doing good work for the world. The north- 
western fronticr of India is so well guarded by high mountain chains and 
difficult mountain passes, that the Government of India will always be safe 
against Nussian invasion. In fact, it has nothing to fear from Russia, 


especially anon it is considered that the Indians do not like to be subjected to 
Kussian rule, 


oe 


The Bangavasi, of the 27th August, says that the Amir has asked for 


help from the English Government. The English 


Government has so long helped the Amir unasked 
in order to keep his dominions safe, but a crisis has now arrived, and the 


question is whether the English should help the Amir, If the English Govern- 
ment comes to the Amu’s rescue, it will have to declare Open war against 


The Afghan question. 
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Russia, and either fight Russia beyond the Hindu Kush, or remain on the 
Jefensive on the banks of the Oxus. But neither course would be easy, and the 
English Government will not probably be able to adopt either. But it must, 
nevertheless, help the Amir in this crisis, or all the moncy and life sacrificed in 
the Afghan cause within the last 60 years will have been sacrificed for 
nothing, The Afghan question has at last taken a very critical turn. Weak- 
minded and. poor witted Bengali as he is, the writer is unable to see how the 
keen-witted English Government will solve the question. 


II,—HomeE ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


6, The Mitavddi, of the 25th August, is glad that the Licutenant-Govern- 
or has ruled that Sub-Inspectors of Police are 
~_henceforward to be appointed after examination, 
and hopes that the police will be radically reformed by the admission of educated 
men into it. 

7. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 26th August, draws the attention of the 
Calcutta police to a handbill which is being freely 
and widely distributed in the town, soliciting cus- 
tomers for a “‘ Hotel de Plasures” at No. 319, Upper Chitpore Road, Battala. 
The proprietors of the institution promise to provide their customers with all 
sorts of entertainments at a cheap cost, including musical performances by 
dancing girls. Now, as this is nothing else than an indirect invitation to visit 
prostitutes, it is clearly the duty of the police to bring to justice the parties 
who are distributing these objectionable handbills. 

8. The Bangavdst, of the 27th August, says that theft has for some time 

Thefts in Barasat in the 24-Par- been very rife in Kadambagachi in the Barasat 
zanas. subdivision of the 24-Parganas district. 

9. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakésh, of the 28th August, complains 

that the people of the Patuakhali subdivision 
in the Backergunge district are living in a constant 
state of uneasiness on account of frequent murders 
u the subdivision, There is a belief among the common people there 
that night murder is not a sin, The discharge of the offenders in the 
great majority of cases is the cause of the frequency of these murders. 
Three or four months ago a pleader in the subdivision, Babu Prasanna Chandra 
Banerji, was murdered on a public road. The case is sub judice, and it is hoped 
that justice will be done. 

10. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 29th August, complains 
that the police have not yet succeeded in tracing the 
murderers of one Sasi Ghosh of Adaya, a village 
near Guptipara in the Hooghly district. It is 
hoped that the Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, as well as the District 
Superintendent of Police, Hooghly, will direct the local police to investigate 
the case again and more carefully. 


The Police Sub-Inspectorship. 


An objectionable advertisement. 


Murders in the Backergunge 
district. 


An untraced murder 


in the 
Hooghly district. 


(b)— Working of the couris. 


ll. The Chdruvdérid, of the 22nd August, says that it has been for a 
long time hearing complaints regarding oppressions 
committed by court peons in the mufassal. As 
these oppressions are continually on the increase, public attention should be 
drawn to the matter, or the mufassal people will soon be brought toa miserable 
plight indeed. It is a rule with these peons never to accept less than one 
rupee as black-mail from any comp!ainant or plaintiff on whose behalf a summons 
18 to be served in a suit however small. The wealthier party in a suit has 
it all his own way. For the summonses, &c., in his suit are served most punc- 
tually, and the peons behave like his paid servants. But the poorer party 
‘res otherwise, his summonses, &c., being generally not served at all, or not 
scrved until his cattle and domestic utensils have been sold for the benefit of 
fhe peon. The other day a subdivisional peon exacted Its, 75 from a judg- 
ucht-dcebtor on whom he had to serve a watrant for the attachment of his 
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moveable property, thereby seriously prejudicing the interests of the decree. 
holder, who could hardly find anything left to satisfy hisownclaim. Such 
instances might be indefinitely multiplied and verified by reference to the mufag. 
sal legal practitioners. In fact, the mufassal court peons carry matters with 
high hand, so muchso that they do not hesitate to insult respectable people openly 
and to attach, in the execution of warrants, the homestead land and the very 
implements of agriculture, &c., of a judgment-debtor. If any one remon. 
strates with them for their high-handedness, he is first insulted, and if he fails ¢o 
bribe them, he is next hauled up before a court on the charge of obstructing the 
rformance of public duty. It is not likely that the judiciary should 
now these things, but if they have a mind to check the oppressions, they can 
invite the pleaders in their respective courts to tell them what they know about 
the doings of their peons in the mufassal. 
CHancvaRta, 12. The same paper says that Babu Bhuban Mohan Gangopadhyaya, 
Aug. 22nd, 1892 Munsif of Jamalpore in the Mymensingh district, 
yee Munsif cf Jamilpore inthe has become seriously ill through overwork. He 
ymensingh district. ; , . ° 
ought not to overwork himself in this way, in order 
to get the largest percentage of suits disposed of within a short time. Surely 
Sir » eee Elliott will not be able to return him his health if it is once under- 
mined. 
SANJIVANI 13. The Sanjivant, of the 27th August, says that, in delivering judgment 
Aug. 27th, 1892. | in Raja Suryya Kanta Acharyya’s appeal, the District 
aan of the Mymensingh Judge of Mymensingh not only vindicated the 
Raja’s honour, but also justified Mr, Phillips. The 
writer would like to know why the Judge has been so long in _ deliverin 
judgment. Thus, Mr, Phillips has been defeated in both the cases, and it only 
remains to see what punishment Government deals out to him. 
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(d)— Education. 


HITAVADI, 14, The Mitavddi, of the 25th August, is of opinion that physical exercise 
Aug. 25th, 1892, tion of physical exercice, Ong school-boys should be insisted upon and a few 
Phe Question of PAYSALXA  text-books or subjects should, if necessary, be given up 
in order to make time for it. It may be urged that there are schools in which dar 
and narrow holes do duty for school-rooms, and no accommodation for physical 
exercise can be provided. But the existence of such schools is a disgrace to the 
country, and they should all die. Now that the University has turned its 
attention to the question, the public should not let the opportunity pass by of 
getting something done for the physical training of their boys. 
BANGANVASI, 15. The Banganivdsi, of the 26th August, says that, under the influence 
Aug. 26th, 1892. svacdiiadiey tetitin tae of the un-Hindu teaching imparted to Hindu females 
° by the ladies of the zandna mission, the former are 
gradually losing their character. And it is greatly to be regretted that Hindu 
parents and husbands scem utterly unmindful of the injury that is being done 
by this missionary zandéna teaching. The lady teachers mostly come from the 
lowest classes of the native community, and their mental and moral qualifications 
are necessarily of a very low order. Besides this, the work in which they are 
engaged brings them in contact with all classes of women, including even 
prostitutes—contact, which cannot but produce a most demoralising effect upon 
their character. It is therefore no wonder that association and conversation with 
such teachers should spoil the unsophisticated inmates of the zanéna, and destroy 
the virtues for which they have been always so favourably known. 
SANSIVANI, 16. The Sunivani, of the 27th August, says that, if the District Boards 
Any. 27th, 1802, epee ) follow the lead of Government in educational 
_ Educational marters in Mymen- yy | . 2 wre” £ +t. 
singh. matters, the country will have a very vad time 0 
But, unfortunately, the District Board of Mymet 
singh has lately reduced the grants of several schools, thereby jeopardising thei 
success, The Board has also reduced the grant to the Mymensingh Sammilanl— 
an institution for forwarding female cducation—from Rs. 230 to Rs. 100. 
The Sammilani gives education to about 1,000 girls and grown up women, 
So the grant of the Board on account of each femule student of the Sammilant 
has been not more than four annas per annum. Could the Board undertake 


; 
4 x 
Ok 
ee 4 
ws, 
ie 
tk 
22 iG 
ae: 
Ra 
. tw 
7 
2 ee 
a SA 
a er 
“4 has 
Bo Bs 
| Sat 
i 
ve 4 
bee « 
p ‘ 
SMES. Se 
a eS 
Ms 
et 
a3 : 
See = 
ay 4 
Se 4 
5 jee e 
See ae 
a OR . 
Saks 
de 4 
a Sa 
2. J 
a 
4 
Kee id 
re s 
4 7 
44 4 
=) . ea 
ome *y 
te § 
we 4 
414 
.. 
. a 
. P Y 
it, 
+g 
eet 
ie fc 
ivan 
oa 
“ame 
i a 
bag 
as 
Pat: 
F 
& k 
3 
i 
Si. 
SB 


shea 


a st 2 sah a .. ¥ 
ae eee ES 


cag Sor ra. 


( 885 ) 
educate all these girls and women efficiently at so cheap acost if the Sammilani 
jjd not come forward to its aid? 

The writer would draw the attention of the authorities to the arbitrary 
conduct of Babu Radhakrishna Chakravarti, Deputy Inspector of Schools, Mymen- 
singh, in making school authorities keep their institutions open for inspection 
on Sundays and other holidays. The Babu also takes away the visitors’ books 
with him, and does not send them back to the respective schools till after 
great delay. ; ; Toe 

Education has declined in almost every district of Bengal under tho 
District Boards, that is to say, under the District Magistrates, for they are the sole 
guiding authorities in those Boards. 

17. The same paper has heard that Government has granted Rs, 600 for 
the selection of good text-books. The writer cannot 
say whether the work will be well or ill done, unless 
he knows the names of the gentlemen who have 
been appointed to make the selection. The grant, however, seems too small, 
considering the importance of the work to be done. 
18. The Saraswat Patra, of the 27th August, cannot regard the proposal 
) i to make physical exercise compulsory as anything 
Compulsory physical training. = hut fussy. It is true that physical exercise is neces- 
sary for physical as well as meio | development. But it does not follow that 
this end cannot be achieved without undergoing a particular form of physical 
training, as is contemplated by the promoters of the movement. And the 
further objection may be made, that all constitutions are not equally suited to 
undergo strong physical exercise. 

19. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 28th August, publishes a reply to the 

charges brought against the Superintendent of the 

The Dacca Raj Chunder Hostel. Ta cca Raj Chunder Hostel. he writer has learnt 
on enquiry that the Superintendent has made better food arrangements. Tho 
fish allowance has been raised from one rupee and four annas to two rupees and 
eight annas per day. It is not easy to say whether the charges of bad cooking 
aud servants’ impertinence are true. But there are proofs that offending cooks 
and servants are punished by the Superintendent. ‘The Superintendent is not 
therefore to blame on this account. But the charge of calling any boarder 
‘a rakshasa?’ is not, however, noticed in the reply. But that nothing worse 
than such petty charges can be proved against the Superintendent is a fact that 
rather redounds to his credit than otherwise, considering that he has to satisfy 
100 students—a task, in which many able men have before this failed ignominiously. 

It is strange that a public mecting should have been called to censure 
the conduct of the Superintendent. It is also a suspicious thing that the 
missionary, Mr. Hay, should be moving in the matter. The object of Mr. Hay 
in thus moving in this matter cannot be good, and the students can get him todo 
anything for them by only promising to embrace Christianity. 

20. The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 29th August, says that recently 

A clerk in the Office of the in the course of a suit in the Calcutta Small Cause 
Director of Public Instruction. Court, it came out that the defamatory article in 
the Banganivdsi, which caused the imprisonment of its proprietor, Babu Mahesh 
Chandra Pal, was written by Surendra Nath Banerji, an assistant in the Office 
of the Director of Public Instruction, without the proprietor’s knowledge or con- 
sent. ‘The writer has always known Babu Mahesh Chandra to be a eontleman 
Who dislikes personal abuse or slander. It was for an act done by another, then, 
that the poor man has suffered incarceration. 

21. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s visit to the Eden Hindu 

t Hostel at Calcutta, the Dainik-o-Samdchar Chandrika, 

te Calcutta Eden Hostel. of the 31st August, regrets that the Sceretarics of 

the institution should have thought fit to warn the boarders beforehand not to 
make any complaints before His Honour. A glimpse into student life in the 
hostel is afforded by the fact, that a certain Hindu student of the Sanskrit 
College, living in the hostel, had his sikha (lock of hair on the crown of the head) 
cut off one day during sleep, and that a poem on this ‘rape of the lock’ was 
Greulated among the boarders. ‘This is higher training with a vengeance ! One 
is put in as much difficulty in regard to one’s caste and religion in such a hostel 
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Gorernment’s grant for the selec- 
tion of text- books. 
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(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


ULuBaria DaRPAS, 22. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 16th August, says that it is a charac. 
Aug. 16th, 1892. teristic of the Bengalis, nay, of the whole Indian 
The Sanitary Conference. people, that they cannot undertake any work for the 
welfare of the country if they are not backed by some member of the governin 
race. And when they get some such man to back them, they adopt his 
scheme as perfectly faultless without examining it themselves. This 1S More or 
less true of all subject peoples. The scene witnessed at the Sanitary Conference 
at Belvedere is an instance in point. Every act of the Lieutenant-Govern ory 
gives proof of his generosity of heart and of his desire to be guided by public 
opinion. His Honour has entitled himself to the thanks of the country b 
showing these traits in his character. He invited men of light and loading 
to the Sanitary Conference, in order to devise means for checking the ravages 
of malaria. 
Caarvvarta, 23. The Chédruvdrtd, of - gers _s says wy “a ge er Muni- 
Aug. 22nd, 1892. : ne cipality becomes lynx-eyed in finding fault wit 
ee mare. but does ‘ich see hat the deposit of a 
matter in its own drains sets up putrefaction calculated to injure the health 
of the residents. | 
BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 24. <A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 23rd August, 
Aug, 23rd, 1892, complains that great partiality is being displayed 
in the Raniganj Municipality in the realization of 
arrears of municipal rates by distress warrants. While warrants are being 
issued and executed for only one quarters arrear, rate-payers many quarters in 
arrear are being left unmolested. 
Banaavast, 25. The Bangdvasi, of the 27th August, complains that, though the 
Aug. 27th, 1892. Nimtala and Kasi Mitter burning-ghats are exclu- 
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The Raniganj Municipality. 


Brahmos, and the burning-ghats 


sively for the Hindus, corpses of non-Hindus are 
in Calcutta. : ‘ 

from time to time burnt there. Lately the corpse 
ofa Brahmo, which was carried in a Mussalman’s cart, was allowed to be burnt 


in one of these ghats. This grave irregularity ought to be stopped. It is 


strange that the Brahmos, who have left Hindu society, and given up Hindu 
manners and customs, should yet come to the burning-grounds of the Hindus to 
burn their dead. 

SANJIVANI, 26. The Sanjivani, of the 27th August, draws the attention of the sub- 


Aug. 27th, 1892, Sa ee divisional officer of Samastipur in the Darbhanga 
Deanitation in Samastipur in the district to the insanitary condition of the place. 
arbhanga district, . . 

Water-logged roads are the greatest nuisance of 
the place, and all complaints regarding them have been in vain. Cholera has 
been raging with great violence for some time. It is high time that Government 

awoke from its lethargy. 
Som Praxasit, 27. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 29th August, complains 
Ag: Som, 108 sao that the well-known place Guptipara in_ the 
Prog ave ap 9 Nis a ae ‘2 Hooghly district. is overgrown with jungle which 
decays in the rainy season and causes outbreaks of 


malaria. To promote the health of the village it and its adjoining villages 
should be formed into a municipality. 


—(S)— Questions affecting the land. 


Sua Dainik, 28. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 27th August, says that the provisions of 
Aug. 27th, 1892, ae ae the Bengal Tenancy Act, relating to the recovery 
by Ate ties kat” as affected Of arrears of rent by the zamindars, are 80 
unfavourable, especially to very old and small 

zamindars and talukdars, that these landholders are fairly on their way 

to rum. The contracts between such landholders and their raiyats are 

generally oral, and no one has ever taken the trouble to put them into 

writing and to get them registered according to modern legislation. In the 

old times, the rent-roll of the zamindar was regarded by the law courts 48 

suflicient evidence of his claims and dues. But the stringent provisions 

of the Tenancy Act have placed these zamindars at such disadvantage 

in the matter of proving their claims against the raiyats that, im the 

absence of documents of the character specified in the Act, (for they 
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Jo not generally possess such documents), they find it hard to recover 
their dues from the ralyats, who, by the bye, do not entertain the same 
friendly feelings towards their zamindars as they used to do before. The 
condition of the small zamindars in the parganas Hilki and Mulghara in the 
Khulna and Nadia districts, respectively, is an illustration in point. At one 
time these people used to live in a sumptuous style, but the Tenancy Act has 
hardly left them enough for their livelihood. It is clear therefore that Gov- 
ernment should either amend the Act so as to protect the small landholders, or 
allow this class of men to be ruined. 


(9) —Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


99, A correspondent of the Ulubaria Darpan, of the 16th August, writing 

from Thalia in the Ampta thdna of the Howrah 
district, says that aman crops cannot be sown for 
want of rain at ‘Thalia, Nischintapur, Krishnabati, 
Binalé, Seyagari, Bhategari, Dhampur, and Khariyap. ‘The breaches at 
Seorabera and Thalia having closed, the flood-water of the Damodar cannot 
be availed of for cultivation purposes. The talukdars have been requested to 
arrange for the irrigation of the fields with the water of the Damodar, but as 
yet to no purpose. Pe 

30. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 23rd August, takes the people of 

: _ Bhaita, Putunda, and other villages in the Burdwan 
Ansigation is ogg villagesin district severely to task for their folly in having 
ee opposed the police in the execution of the Magis- 
trate’s order for the cutting down of the Banka embankment. Truc it is they 
had always raised embankments without opposition, and were in fear of 
starvation from want of crops. But they ought to have known that. the 
Magistrate is the arbiter of their destiny, and should have humbly obeyed 
his order accordingly. Warrants have been issued for the arrest of these 
unruly villagers. But their prosecution in this season of agricultural operations 
will simply ruin them, by involving them in expense and keeping them away 
from their fields. These men, though guilty in the eye of the law, are not 
unworthy of pity. 

31. A correspondent of the Hitavddi, of the 25th August, says that the road 
in the Nadia district, which goes from the Halsa 
railway station to Rasbazar, through Durgapura- 
Magura, is in a very bad condition for want of proper repairs. Money is, indeed, 
drawn from the road-cess office every year for the repair of this road, but the 
man who is entrusted with the work employs the money in repairing the roads 
near his own house, and throws only a few basketsful of earth on the road in 
question. Instead of wasting money in this way, the road should be properly 
repaired every two or three years. 

32, The Dainik-o-Sumdchér Chandrikd, of the 30th August, while approving 

Measurement and tolls in the Of the small concessions made by Governmentto the 
eastern canals. native merchants, in respect of measurement and 


Irrigation in certain villages in 
the Howrah district. 


A road in the Nadia district. 


levy of tolls in the eastern canals, is not prepared to say that the concessions 
will materially benefit the merchants. But the writer must commend the conces- 
sions on the principle that something is better than nothing. 


(h) — General. 


33. The Uluburta Darpan, of the 16th August, cannot understand how the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s Secretary could find it in his 
heart to request Messrs. Hoare, Miller and Co. 
to employ Eurasian conductors in their steamers in place of native conductors. 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s Resolution on the report of the Pauper Committee 
Would make it out that this request was not meade against His Honour’s wish. 
The Secretary in question is at liberty to do all the good he can tothe Eurasians, 
but why deprive Bengalis of their bread in order to find bread for them? Partiality 
-Iaruler is not only wrong, but mischievous. The people of this country 

are dying of starvation by the thousand. But Government finds no time to 
think of them, and considers them pretty well off if they can only somehow drag 
on their feeble existence and pay its dues. It has, however, begun to make the 
ost shameless and unjust requests for a handful of pet Eurasians. 


The Eurasian question. 
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34, Tho Chdrdvurtd, of the 22nd August, complains that certain wicked 
Exaction of money from boat- people in the Sherpur town make it their practice to 
men in the Mymensingh district. exact money under false pretences from boatmeyn 


coming to the port. The matter was reported ina recent issue of this paper, 


(Report on Native Papers for 13th August, paragraph 6) but the Assistant 
Magistrate of Jamdlpore seems to have taken no notice of it. 
35. The Sahachar, of the 24th August, says that Sif Charles Elliott has 
Sir Charles Elliott’s admini- been acting from the first in a way which makes it 
stration. difficult for one to pass judgment against him off- 
hand, nay, one cannot find it in his heart to speak anything against him. But 
speaking for himself, the writer must confess that Sir Charles’s proceedings have 
created misgivings in his mind from the very first. It would have been too much 
to expect a North-Western Provinces civilian to alter habits and ideas 39 years 
old the moment after his arrival in Bengal. Immediately after his appointment 
to the Licutenant-Governorship of Bengal Sir Charles commenced a roving life, 
never staying at a place for ten days together. ‘The object of such touring may 
be good, but in order to get some insight into the condition of the people, a ruler 
ought to travel in disguise like Lord Bentinck, or the Caliph Haroun-al-Raschid, 
But Sir Charles’s tours are not of thatkind. His Honour is going to ‘every place 
publicly, and arrangements for his reception are being made everywhere before- 
hand, ‘The procedure is the same everywhere. Where there is a municipality a 
municipality is presenting an address, and where there is no municipality other 
people are presenting addresses. Money is being lavishly wasted upon parchment 
and silver cases, upon wooden platforms and fireworks, upon dinners and entertain- 
ments, But toall prayers for the construction of a branch railway or the re-exca- 
vation of a river, His Honour’s invariable reply is, there is no money in the ex- 
chequer. Some poor cutivators of Manikganj wanted to inform His Honour of 
their grievances, But the local authorities denied them access to him. His Honour 
can, therefore, know as much about public opinion and the condition of the country 
by making such tours, as he could by remaining at Belvedere and without stirring 
one inch from it. The opinion of those who have access to fis Honour, if His 
Ifonour owns them for representatives of the people—as in truth they are —has been 
reflected in in the Press, in the Sanitary Conference, and in the debates in the 
Bengal Legislative Council onthe Chaukidari and Municipal Bills. But what 
good, one may ask, has resulted from His Honour’s knowing public opinion in 
this way? Ilis Honour’s policy has in no way been modified by such knowledge. 
Where is the good of such tiresome touring, if His Honour’s views in connection 
with the Chaukidari and Municipal Bills have undergone no change after lus 
knowledge of public opinion on the subject ? 

lor ceaseless touring and disregard of the law the Emperor William II of 
Germany could be taken asthe nearest parallel of Sir Charles Elliott. Sir Charles 
may say that this is the order of the day. At any rate, in the North-Western 
Provinces, where Sir Charles spent the best part of his life, disregard of the 
law has become an established practice, especially under the administration of Sir 
Auckland Colvin. The Hurdwar Commission is still sitting. But Sir Auckland 
has notified in the official Gazette that the police officers who did good service at 
Ilurdwar would get a reward of Rs. 1 600. ‘Things are not yet quite so bad 
in Bengal. But Mr, Phillips of Bengal is a host in himself, See how he 183 
pulling the Tigh Court Judges by the beard, without one word of rebuke or 
remonstrance from the Lieutenant-Governor! 

Sir Charles Elliott has been compared with a German Emperor. In one 
respect, however, Sir Charles is a greater man than the Kaiser. For, while the 
German Emperor is a ruler over only 45 millions of people, Sir Charles isa ruler 
over 70 millions. And Sir Charles can easily do what even the German Emperor 
cannot do: witness the application of District Board money to famine relief. 
It has become a confirmed habit with the executive officers to show contempt for 
the High Court. On the occasion of His Honour’s visit to Manikganj, the well- 
known Babus of the Beliati cast-house made an offer of some thousand rupees t0 
perpetuate the memory of his visit. There was a sessions case against the Babus, 
in which, however, they were acquitted by the High Court as well as the lower 
courts.  Hnglishnen say that the best thing a suspected man can do is to clear 
himself in a law court. The enemies of Sir Charles Dilke required him to clear 
himself in a law court. But it is otherwise in this country. Sir Charles declare 
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with reference to the offer. made by the Babus, that they were under a cloud 
and he could not accept their offer even if it were made ina spirit of con- 
trition. But His Honour added that he would look into the records of the case, 
and if satisfied of the innocence of the Babus would accept the offer. Now, 
this was really a very bad thing. Ifthe ruler of the province insults a man, 
the man insulted can have no alternative except pocketing the insult as best he 
can. An example will show how mischievous such insults are. The Russian 
Ambassador at ae Prince Menaskoff, contemptuously refused to 
accept an invitation of the Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs, so long as the 
latter did not clear himself of the charge preferred against him by the Czar, and 
this was the principal reason of the Crimean War. But the relation between the 
Lieutenant-Governor and the Babus of Beliati is very different from the 
relation between a Turkish Sultan and a Russian ambassador. Here, certainly, 
there is no probability of a war. But the pain given is equally great, perhaps 
greater in the Bengal case, for there is no hope of obtaining satisfaction. 
Again, the Lieutenant-Governor is the head of the province, and he ought to 
have considered what the effect of his contempt of the High Court might be. 
Are the decisions of the law-courts, then, of no value whatever? Sir Charles 
insulted the Babus and said at the same time that he would look into the 
records of their case. Was this not like passing sentence on a man before 
trying him? 

It is the writer’s earnest wish that Sir Charles may at the time of his 
departure carry away with him the blessings of the people. Sir Charles should, 
therefore, bear in mind that the days of vigorous Government are gone. 
The position to which Providence has raised His Honour requires that he should 
control his tongue, and not utter what comes uppermost in his mind. 
Affability, mixing with students, river-trips are all good things. But there 
is a better thing than all these, and that is public work. Sir Charles has not 
the right to treat the people of the country like children. Work is work, and 
tours are made to no purpose if His Honour does not respect public opinion. 

36. ‘The same paper says that Sir Auckland Colvin dislikes the Hindus 

iia iii sas for reasons which he has never stated. But the 
Auckland Colvin. SS ”Stédreacssonn of his dislike seems to be that he has not 
: been able, through the instrumentality of Siva 
Prasad, to keep Hindus as far away from the Congress, as he has been able to 
keep Muhammadans, through the instrumentality of Syud Ahmed. Sir Auck- 
land had hoped much from the opposition which was first offered to the Congress 
by the late Pandit Ayodhya Nath. But the Pandit soon saw where the 
true interests of his country lay, and became a pillar of the Congress. 
Under no Governor have Hindus been so much oppressed as under Sir Auck- 
land Colvin. A thing like the Hurdwar affair never took place, even under the 
very worst Mussulman rulers, and yet it is a habit with the Anglo-Indian 
editors to revile those rulers. 

Men end their lives as they begin. “The enemy is before you,” were 
Napoleon’s dying words. The last words that Judge Tenterden uttered 
on earth were—“‘gentlemen of the jury! it is now for you to decide.” And 
ae | make no definite promise”? were the words which Talleyrand uttered when 
taking leave of life, So Sir Auckland Colvin has not given up his ways 
even on the eve of his departure. But for expectation of his support, the Sitapur 
temple affair could never have taken place. The Lucknow Advocate gives the 
following account of the affair:—One Syamlal of the Sitapur Cantonment 
obtained permission from the Cantonment Magistrate to build a temple of Siva 
on a spot which was pointed out by that officer himself. A temple was 
accordingly built and an image of the god installed therein. After four 
months had elapsed, the Magistrate discovered that the tem le might lead to 
a breach of the public peace, as there was a musjid at some distance from that 
piace. The Mussulmans themselves had made no objection, and the Hindus 

ad afforded generous pecuniary help to the Mussulmans in erecting the 
musid. But the sound of gongs and conch-shells perhaps jarred upon the 
tivilised Englishman’s ear. He wrote to the Deputy Commissioner of Sitapur 
that the temple, if allowed to exist, might lead toa breach of the peace. The 
¢cputy Commissioner at once passed an order, under section 133 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, forbidding the worship of the god and requiring 
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Syamlal to show cause why the temple should not be demolished. Syamlal 
urged that no one had objected to the existence of the temple and that ¢there 
was no likelihood of a feeaah of the peace. But this explanation was not 
accepted, and the key of the temple door was made over to the police by the 
Deputy Commissioner. The daily worship of the god was thus stopped. No 
one om & knows anything about the Hindus need be told how painful this is to 
them. ‘Ihe owner of a temple has to fast all the time that daily worship does 
not take place Syamlal had besides made over the temple, which had cost 
him a large sum of money, to the public, and the Hindu community of Sitapur 
was naturally greatly pained by the event. The Europeans, especially English 
historians, boast of their religious toleration, and. accuse the Mussulmans of 
having propagated Islam with the Koran in one hand and the sword in the 
other—a charge, which is not true. ‘lhe Deputy Commissioner, who isa 
Christian, has certainly proved his own religious toleration, as well as the 
religious neutrality of the Government, by stopping the daily worship of the 
god in the Sitapur temple. 

One day Syamlal found that the temple had been broken into. The image 
of the god was not to be found and cow-bones had been deposited at the place 
where the image stood. The Deputy Commissioner is not to be suspected 
of so mean an act. But it is he who has taken away the key of the temple 
door and none but he, therefore, is answerable to God and man for the desecra- 
tion of the temple. But, under Sir Auckland Colvin, high officers are exempted 
from the duty of giving explanations. 

Syamlal instituted a suit. But what was the redress he got? The Deputy 
Commissioner appointed him, his brother, and some other respectable Hindus 
to guard the temple as special constables. But what temple?—a temple with- 
out the image of the god and desecrated with cow-bones! ‘hese rich Hindus 
could have had the temple guarded by their servants, and was not their own 
appointment as special constables like adding insult toinjury? It was like 
forcibly appointing the father to protect the dead body of the murdered son 
from the attacks of jackals. Even the commonest people in this country say, 
when they hear of oppression and especially of religious oppression, “ this 
is the Queen’s empire and such things will not be permitted here.” And must 
they now cease saying so? Is the Queen no longer Sovereign of this —, 
Hus all the tract of country down to Sitapur been ceded to Amir Abdur 
Rahman? No. There are Hindus in Afghanistan, but no one has ever heard 
of such oppression there. 

The Deputy Commissioner dealt with Syamlal in the way strong Magis- 

trates deal with people. The worthy dignitary served a notice upon Syamlal, 
requiring him to show cause why he should not be bound over to keep the 
peace. A day was fixed for hearing his case. Syamlal attended the court on 
two successive days, but the case was not called. In despair Syamlal has fled 
fron home. Theo Hurdwar oppressions have made the Hindus both sorry and 
angry. And the people of Oudh and the North-Western Provinces have been 
male uneasy by this Sitapur affair. It must be said to the credit of the 
Mussulmans that they are in no way helping the Cantonment Magistrate m 
this matter. This is why the Magistrate has not taken up the gang cry 
of ‘‘Mussulmans feel insulted,” but is erying ‘the peace is likely to be broken.’ 
The case is not yet decided. In the meantime the temple remains closed. 
Sir Auckland and his subordinates entertain any hope of goading the Hindus 
to the commission of some unlawful act by repeated oppressions, let them give 
up that hope. However much the Hindus may be oppressed, they will always 
look to the Queen for redress. They will soon go up to Parliament where 
they are sure to get redress, It must, however, be observed that the provinces 
of which Sir Auckland is Governor lie under the curse of God. The present 
Viceroy is unfortunately a weak and incompetent man, who leaves everything 
to his Secretaries. One Sir Rivers Thompson has been enough for the country. 
It is time that Lord Lansdowne retired. Not even Lord Lytton would have 
remained silent after the Hurdwar and Sitapur affairs. 

37. The Banganivdsi, of the 26th August, says that the Commission of 

ae __ Enquiry into the Hurdwar affair, brought about by 
one war Enquiry Commis- the indefatigable exertions of the British Indian 
Association, is bringing many things to light, 
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although it is not yet certain what its outcome will be. The evidence alread 
tendered shows that the utmost cruelty and sacrilege were Bee on the 
Hindus. Even if the enquiry fails to give any redress to the Hindus, it will be 
some satisfaction to them that Government has at last been made to feel that 
the story of oppression at Hurdwar was not false. 


38, The Samay, of the 26th August, says that the Cantonment Magistrate 


+: ide Voegeli of Sitapur is responsible for the temple affair, for it 
es eit was he who granted permission to construct the 
temple and also to its consecration after construction. He must have made 


enquiries before granting permission, and if he made no such enquiry, he cannot 
now order the demolition of the temple. The Mussalmans having made no 
ybjection during the four months the temple was building, no objection of theirs 
now made can be heard. As matters stand at present, the owner of the temple 
should either be granted compensation or allowed to perform divine worship 
therein, so long as a satisfactory solution of the question is not found. 


39, The Bungavdsi, of the 27th August, says that the public have by this 


time come to know of the atrocities perpetrated by 


the police at Hurdwar, and it is not to be believed 
that the authorities know nothing about them. However, an enquiry 18 


being made into the affair. It has not yet been ascertained how far the 
police acted on its own responsibility, and how far it acted in obedience to 
executive orders. But a proclamation has been in the meantime issued in the 
North-Western Provinces Police Gazette, announcing a reward of Rs. 1,600 to the 
police for its efficient conduct in breaking up thefair. This shows what the frame 
of mind of the authorities in this Hurdwar matter is, and those who expect any 
good from the Enquiry Commission ought to note this. It was probably this 


announcement. which led the Poneer to say that no good could be expected to 
result from the enquiry. 


40. Referring to the proposal for the transfer of the Chittagong Division 
is sietiiah: teeta ab the and of certain parts of the districts of Dacca and 
Chittagong Division to the Assam Mymensingh to the Chief Commissionership of 
Chief Commissionership. Assam, the Sanjivani, of the 27th August, thinks 
that this would be a retrograde measure, as it will obstruct the progress of the 
transferred districts. Sylhet and Cachar have been great losers by their transfer 
to Assam, and a similar fate will befall the districts which are now proposed to 
be similarly transferred. There can be no doubt that Government itself con- 
siders Assam a very backward province, or would not exclude it, as it has done, 
from the privileges of a provincial service of its own. 


41. Referring to the temple affair at the Sitapur Cantonment in the 
. North-Western Provinces, the same paper says that 
7 a a oo from his conduct im the affair, the Homey nthe 
sioner would seem not to be in his right senses, Indeed, the civilians of the 
North Western Provinces have become very high-handed under Sir Auckland 
Colvin, and are obtaining praise and preferment under His Honour. If it had 
not been so, Mr. Kilvert, the Deputy Commissioner, would not have dared to 
commit such zulm. Will the Government of India remain indifferent, after 
hearing of such high-handed conduct on the part of a civilian? It seems the 
people of India will get no redress in such matters from the Government in this 
ya & but will have to resort to the only means left them, namely, appealing 
to Parliament. 4 
42 A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 27th August, complains that 
the outstill system, which has been abolished in 
almost all places, has not yet been abolished in the 
Malda district and is working great mischief there. 
43. The Ducca Prakash, of the 28th August, says that there are in the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s observations on the report of 
the Pauper Committee things that are satisfactory, 
as well as things that are not satisfactory. His Honour observes that Govern- 
nent 1s prepared to duly consider the claims of poor Europeans and Eurasians 
to Government service, when they have become sufficiently educated for appoint- 
ment to that service. This is good. But Government should bear in mind 
that it cannot give all posts even to qualified foreigners, without laying itself 
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open to the charge of partiality, and without meeting with difficulties in th, 

ministration of the country; and that even qualified natives who have 
passed competitive examinations are excluded from many posts. His Honoy; 
further observes that the vices that are found in the character of poor Europeans 
and Eurasians will disappear if they receive proper moral training from their 
childhood. But His Honour is mistaken. With the Europeans, who have 
doubts about the Messiahship of Christ—who look upon Christ’s moral system ag 
a visionary scheme which cannot be followed in practice — and who re convinced 
that Christianity is so worthless that inducements are needed for its maintenance 
or propagation—Christianity ismore a garment put on for show thanan inward 
spring of conduct, and for these people, so devoid of religious fear, there are, in 
this country, not even the terrors of the law to keep then from the commission 
of crimes. How then will their character be reformed ? Government has spoiled 
the Europeans and Eurasians by over-indulgence. The Europeans and 
Eurasians ving in this country are better off than fifteen-sixteenths of the 
population of the country, and yet so strong is one’s partiality for one’s own 
countrymen, that Government is going to afford special gon to them. 
His Honour has promised, if the Supreme Government should approve of the 
arrangement, to employ Eurasians in place of native troops, although he has 
himself admitted that a Eurasian regiment would be far more expensive than 
a native regiment. He has also promised to provide for the training of 
Europeans and Eurasians for pilot service, and to open a separate class for them 
in the Sibpur Engineering College if a sufficient number of them should seek 
admission there. Just see what facilities Government is going to afford to 


Europeans and Eurasians. But has any one ever seen it do anything for poor 
Hindus and Mussalmans ? 


GRraMvast, 44. The Grdmrds:, of the 31st August, has the following: — 


eure san , The principle by which the Lieutenant-Governor 
toln® Meutenant-Governor on i, oyided in making his constant tours through the 
mufassal, and framing rules and regulations for con- 

ducting the work of administration as a result of his experience, is not a bad one, 
but it is difficult to say how far the practice promotes public interests, His 
inspections and enquiries regarding the work of public officers extend to details so 
petty that much harm instead of good is done thereby. It is, of course, @ 
good thing to keep an eye on the subordinate officers, and to see that they do not 
go wrong, but they should, at the same time, be granted some measure of 
independence, or they will feel no interest in their work. The circular recently 
issued by the Lieutenant-Governor, requiring all Magistrates to dispose of 
criminal cases on the day they are taken up, is certainly calculated to annoy 
those officers. His Honour is said to have expressed his displeasure with a 
Deputy Magistrate in Chaibassa for having postponed a criminal case on the 
ground that the defendant was suffering from cholera, and to have asked the officer 
why he had not repaired to the jail, and there taken down the depositions of the 
witnesses in the presence of the sick man. His Honour has not also been able to 
conduct himself properly towards the general public. Some days ago, while at 
Hooghly, he allowed himself to say things which increased the bad feeling 
existing between the Hindus and the Mussalmans of that place, and his censure 
of a zamindar family at Manikganj has had equally bad effects. Does it 
become His Honour to act in this way? Instead of increasing discord and ill- 
feeling, he should try to promote peace and goodwill in the country. Why 
does he not, on the occasion of his mufassal tours, show any willingness to know 


the condition of the poor? What is the good of these tours if he does not 
do that ? 


D AINIR-O-SAMACHAR 40. Referring tothe Hurdwar enquiry, the Datnik-o-Samachdr Chandrika 
ANDRIKA, 


of the 31st Augus hat Government should 
“Aug, Bat, 1892. The Hurdwar enquiry. be the first e > ae ene improper meddling 
with the enquiry. Both the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
North-Western Provinces ought to assist the Commission in eliciting truth 

from the witnesses, and should never assist in suppressing the truth. 


The British Indian Association, too, ought not to flinch after it has done 
so much for its country. It should stand fast and firm at its post. The writer 
has faith in the courage and fortitude of the gentleman whom the Association 
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Tables in public offices. 


other similar details. 
given regarding even the stools, the chairs, and the rooms to be used by 


servants. 


Government will feel themselves harassed beyond endurance. 
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be stated, with conft- 


mseli be frightened off his duty by any Commis- 


6. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké, of the 


Ist September, has the following :— 
Whatever experience his inspection of the public offices in Calcutta may 
have brought to the Lieutenant-Governor, it has undoubtedly given him one 
qualification, namely, the art of determining the size of the tables to be used in 
ublic offices. His Honour has laid down the precise dimensions of the table 
which any particular officer in any particular department of the Government 
will be permitted to use; the number of legs and drawers the table will have; and 
It scems that similar detailed instructions will be next 


public 


Thus, it will not probably be very long before the native servants of 


When even the 


number of nibs to be used by clerks in public offices is fixed, why not also fix 
the number of drops of ink which they must use! It is surely a matter of regret 
that Sir Charles should show a disregard of economy in this respect. A 
considerable quantity of molasses may by recovered by squeezing the ants in a 
sweetmeat shop, and is it not after all small drops of rain-water which go to 


fill a tank ? 


I] 


.— LEGISLATIVE. 


47, The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 23rd August, says that the public do 
not much care how punchayets are constituted, or 


The Chaukidari Bill. 


not. 


Every 


what position is assigned to the chaukidar in rela- 
tion to the village, questions, which have been so wry d discussed in the Bengal 
Legislative Council in connection with the Chaukidari Bill. For them the 
question of questions, in this connection, is whether a new tax will beimposed or 


new tax is a hardship to them. 


It may be urged, and that with 


truth, that Government cannot carry on the administration without supplies of 


money from the people. 
every new work that is taken in hand? 


But should a new tax be levied, on that account, for 


That may be the case in England; but 


every English practice cannot be introduced into this country, for the people of 


this country are very differently circumstanced from the people of 


ngland. 


The people of this country pay the land-revenue, the road-cess, and the court- 


fees; but the land is their only source of income. 
less lucrative, on account of providential visitations. 
under these circumstances, to pay new taxes. 


acquainted with their condition. 
ruler. And, knowing all this, how does Government think of new taxes ? 
The present chaukidari system, under which the chaukidar holds land for 


his services, has worked well from Mussalman times. 


then, agree to pa 
public opinion, is tik 
their condition. 

48. The Sanivani, of the 27th August, says that on the 3rd September 


A meeting at the Town Hall to 
protest against the Municipal Bill. 


And cultivation is now far 

The people are ill able, 
And Government is well 
A year’s drought disturbs the peace of the 


Why will the people, 


a new tax? A foreign Government, not guiding itself by 
ely to do much harm to the people from its ignorance of 


It was the intention 


of the Lieutenant-Governor to deprive the municipalities of their independence 
as soon as possible by passing the Bill before the Durga Puja holidays. But, 
failing to answer the objections raised by the Indian Association, and thinking, 
perhaps, that an agitation might be made in England, His Honour has given 
up this intention and ordered that public opinion on the Bill should be cone 
sulted before passing it, The Liecutenant-Governor would not have granted the 
prayer of the Indian Association if the Conservative Ministry had continued in 
power. At all events, it is now certain that the Bill will not be passed before 
the next winter. In the meantime, a widespread agitation ought to be made 
against the Bill in this country. Mr. Hume has written from England that the 

iberal Ministry will on no account let the Government in this country deprive 


the municipalities of the oe 
them. It was owing to Lord Ki 


endence which has been already conferred on 


imberly’s advocacy of her cause in the House 
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of Lords that India got the little concession that has been made to her even J, 
a Conservative Ministry, in respect of the introduction of the elective principle 
in the constitution of her legislative bodies; and it would be no easy matter {oy 
the Bengal Government to deprive the municipalities of their independence, 
at a time when Lord Kimberly is at the head of the India Office. If the Bengal 
Government passes the Bill in the face of the protest of the people, the matte; 
should be brought tothe notice of Parliament. In the meantime, representatives 
should be sent from every municipality to the public meeting at the Town 
Hall. 
49. Referring to the debate on the Chaukidari Bill at the last meeting of 
pac the Bengal Council, the Gramvasi, of the 31st 
SRS CRASRIN! She. August, says that it would have been better if, 
instead of being satisfied with the assurance given by the Lieutenant-Governor 
that Government would issue a circular prohibiting the employment of chauki- 
dars by police and magisterial officers on menial service, the Council had 
seen its way to accept Mr. Woodroffe’s suggestion, and insert a elause in the 
Bill making such employment penal. For a Government circular will hard| 
have the effect of an Act of the Legislative Council, and there is also 


no guarantee that such a circular will not become a dead letter after His 
Honour’s retirement. : 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE Crops, AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


50. The Bangavasi, of the 27th August, says that the lands on the eastern 
bank of the river which issues from the Kantatala 
mouth of the Bhangar canal in the 24-Parganas, 
having been subject to innundation by salt-water, 
were let out in gat. But the zamindars owning the Durgapur abad 
and another to the north of that, having lately found fishertes more profitable 
than cultivation, have removed the embankment which protected these parts 
from innundation, and have thereby caused great damage to the crops in 


Bhatipara, Bhangar, and other adjacent places. It is hoped the authorities will 
look to the matter. 


The crops in some places in the 
24 Parganas, 


VI.—MIscreELLANEOUS. 


D1. The Banganiwasi, of the 26th August, says that under British rule the 
people of India are falling victims to diseases 
heretofore unknown, and have _ generally become 
worse in health and circumstances. This speaks ill for both the British rule 
and the Indian people. But the Government is more to blame than the people, 
for the people, living as they do under a foreign yoke, and depending so much 
on the favour of their rulers, are powerless to do much for themselves. 
02. ‘Tbe same paper has the following :— 
Tho Lieutenant -Governor’s : ‘ ‘ ° 
speech at Manikganj. The Lieutenant-Governor is, from time to time, 
greatly wounding the feelings of the mufassal 
people. Many people will remember how His Honour insulted the Municipal 
Commissioners of Cuttack. On the occasion of his visit to Bankura His Honour 
wounded public feeling by his ironical remarks on the native press. And, 
lately, at Manikganj, His Honour caused extreme humiliation to the cast-house 
Beliati Babus. What he said about the Babus was not only an insult to them, 
but meant clear contempt of the High Court. He said, almost in so many 
words, that the High Court had failed to do justice in the Beliati case. And 
will not this lower the High Court in the estimation of the people? 

It is clear from the Licutenant-Governor’s remarks that he has not yet 
personally gone through the papers of the Beliati case. It is therefore the more 
to be wondered at how His Honour could inculpate the Babus on the face of 
the finding of the High Court. His Honour had no right to say that there was 
a failure of justice, unless he had evidence to corroborate his statement, evidence, 
which, on his own admission, he had not. The best course for His Honour 
would have been simply to decline the offer privately. 

Chere is one other point to which the writer must draw attention. His 
Monour expressed his willingness to accept the offer if it was made in a sincere 


India under British rule. 


( 805 ) 


spirit of contrition. The writer knows Sir Charles to be a Protestant, but His 
Honour has spoken like a Roman Catholic. It is said that Roman Catholic 
priests grant absolution to sinners in consideration of payments of money. 
And Sir Charles’ words indicate that he is_ willing to pardon the sins of a man, 
if he pays Some money in a spirit of contrition. This Catholic-like conduct of 
Sir Charles Elliott will awaken hopes in many a sinuer’s heart. And many a 
sinner will, no doubt, now come forward to purchase absolution from sin as a 
means of gaining court favours. The probable outcome of such a policy, 
however, cannot be contemplated without anxiety. 

53. A correspondent of the Sudhdkar, of the 26th August, writing from 

Tangail, says that union among Hindus and Mussal- 
The Hindus and Muhammadans ans is extremely desirable, but is being indefinitely 
of Tangail in the Mymensingh ostponed by the hostility existing between the 
district. 6 : 
educated classes of the two. communities, During 
the Licutenant-Governor’s late visit to Tangail, the Local Board and Municipal 
addresses having been read by their respective Chairmen, who were both 
Hindus, it was proposed that the address on behalf of the Tangail public 
should be read by a Muhammadan. The Hindus, however, opposed the proposal. 
It is also said that the Hindus prevented Hafez Muhammad Ali Khan, 
zamindar of Karatiya, from getting an address on behalf of the Muhammadan 
community printed in Calcutta, as he had proposed to do. These facts show 
the sort of feeling existing between the upper classes of the two communities. 

54. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s Manikgang speech, the Srimanta 
Sadagar, of the 27th August, says that the invidious 
distinction which His Honour made between the 
two Beliati houses will soon engender ill-feeling and dalddali between them. If 
the effect of His Honour’s tours be only to set people by the cars, and thus 
disgrace the administration, then the writer would beseech His Honour to desist 
from these pernicious travels. 

5d. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s utterances in Manikgan], the 

2 ; Sdraswat Patra, of the 27th August, says that it 
i reg Governor's is true the Lieutenant-Governor’s object in refus- 
ing the donation of the east-house Beliati Babus 
was only to discourage criminal litigation among the land-holding classes, and in 
so far, every one should commend His Honour’s action. But the manner of the 
refusal was not one that became a high functionary like the Licutenant-Gov- 
ernor. In the first place, His Honour unnecessarily wounded the feelings of 
the people who were assembled to rejoice over His Honour’s visit, by referring to 
unpleasant events that had passed away. Secondly, by his remarks in reference 
to the finding of the High Court, His Honour impugned, however slightly, the 
judicial capacity of that court. And, thirdly, assuming the Babus to have been 
guilty, His Honour by his refusal damped their public spirit. Whenthey made 
their offer, the Babus did not for a moment imagine that it would be roughly 
declined by the Lieutenant-Governor himself. The landholders of the province 
are oiten brought into situations in which there is no escape for them from 
criminal litigation. But should they on that account be prevented from contri- 
buting their quota towards any work of public beneficence and utility? The 
case in which the east-house Babus were alleged to have been implicated was a 
very serious one, indeed. But the men on their side were all acquitted by a 
court of justice ; nor did the charge of bribing the jury stand. There is another 
arcumstance which the Lieutenant-Governor ought to have taken into con- 
sideration before speaking his censure. Most of the east-house Babus who were 
charged with the crime are now dead, and the offer came from a gencration who 
iad not, when the case was instituted, come into possession of theestate. There 
ine be no doubt, therefore, that the Lieutenant-Governor’s utterances were very 
hdisereet, 

Then, as regards the principle enunciated by the Lieutenant-Governor that, 
even when a man charged with a crime has been acquitted by a court of 
Justice, the fact of his having been implicated ought to be regarded as a 
‘gma still attaching to him, and he should not therefore be allowed to take 
per many act of public munificence, the writer would ask if Babu Brajendra 

umar, whose offer was accepted, was never implicated in any criminal case, and 
Whether, under these circumstances, His Honour did not feel any qualms of 


The Manikgang speech. 


SUDHAKAR, 
Ang. 25th, 1892. 


SRIMANTA SADAGAR, 
Aug. 27th, 1892. 


SARASWAT PaTRA, 
Aur, 27th, 1892. 


Mrs “ ~- 


cama a ee ae. > awe ol . i" , 
<7 ee ee Ate MR Ae aed a Ly , hee ee 8 te PA. ote i Ce I) ae i oe ie ta wee ats Ta ere ee send Y ardecun 
Sot fhe om ms i. 2 ae a Fg ids, Fe et. Bt heh 4g Bae ae re ae + ; 2 
bn mapas Aer rim aptee Ses tr pape Ae ION gs ARIE ap ppl tit ae ik rin “cen agit ee! Mages mage an CO ER hae ne: Hi 
| : r ; 3 - . oe x . f 


rt —s 5 
~~ ~ av RRR GS Sayer te 
=H £2.38 “ : . ee Kaine —— - aes a 
= 2 co ae » 5 se a % ee —— — Piet 4 : 
Sa nee Phe | sas PRS AES Ayes ed < sets 2be Shin Be asctanitihas re is : - . PRES RE Ne cite ray EN . RS m 
rent Ya* 


‘ “ yo Peta 0 
Xen a, ARIA 
a~ ME ESR te gry 


or! a Satyr Res oy * : 
6 ae te akin a ei ide LE are oe gene caine Anknaieee aan Si er? viele : . weer See ae a 
I pho Do tan Meade h Bo De Nee | ein DOLLS gaa Pe MMR eC OL BIE EAR RO NI me 
Sit | ARN Ste ge A RSs Se ee Tt ey ee .. nies ; ' ante _ I ee Sees RS - 
win a Ase Cee Oa - + oe Pe eo oe asie es” naeaby ¢ SN ete. tier on Bese noes AA — ; poate -: . o* 5.” > pom ‘ - ~e 
. , ‘ : me te 2 DEAE AR. Gh OM > “ : nS ae ae: wtb anes 
: " . apie ey Dagetioa vi 4 AL . ‘ - oS msg CN Tae Ati - > ape oe Saye 
a. % fe pp A Ree Ba ; pr : 4 ‘ ~~ ign Pe ata _ 


WE yt 
Pres 2, 


4 ef 


pA 
z 
, g? 
a 
ce ‘ 
ay 
. 
4 
’ . 7 
5 ae 
ae 
. 
ae 
x, *.. bie at 
pd 
; i. °.7 
3 Cn “a 
ce Ba) 4 
-_ . ', 
a 
oS + . 
¢ ‘ . 
moh Pid 
i j 
>, 
- a y 
nS 
Psy ae! a 
> 2 ae 
. as 
. 
vA « 
Fy Bes SF 4 
#} 7 
5 a r 
” * 
ray ge 
ve | 
“4 i ‘ 
ee oa 
‘ 4 
of a 
eh. Se 
» ae 
J “3 
* 
| Ss ae 
. a 
: or ae 
( Bae 
¥ ioe d 
3 “2 a: 
. eS 
4% ¥ é 
} ts. 
° Se tae 
; et i 
? wet 
% 3 
. 2a 
+ Bete 
ny .3 ; 
. “+7. 
~ Ba ee 
= anes Fi 
4 : a 
; ri 
et meee 
‘ae ws © 
a 
a. mn 
‘ oe: EA 
Bessie: 
as x”. 
“ - i % 
; ie 
= , 4) 
% 
. + a 7 
a ee ? 
oe 
a ‘ . , 
ant “ ¥ 
8 an 
, 2 Ae 
» 2 sae 
5 a i 
As - 
_ - “a 
; 23 
‘tt faa 
é yt A 
, Beles 
: 2 ae 
cae, | 
ED 
a %) 
bop” 
th 
.. eS 
> 
a” eS 
a a am ¢ 
Soa 
& 0 Se 
Alief 4 
gee 4. 
tt % $4 
woe, ee 
v 3 
 . ae 
2 ae 
on i 
af ; oe 
oe 
ar: & 
Ce 
a’ sc. 
, ‘ Aa 
aa, oy 
by “a 
Sn Men. 
OF aes Fas 
7? ; 
1, 5 ; 
pkey Po 
a ] 
e: aj i tT 
eee 
Weg ERS 
Pres RY 
x AP as 8 
4 cy ee A 
ee ee 
cc. Te F 
a few 2 
go 5. *auy f 
ee 2a 
es | 5 
é f 
* Ae 
 Y ia % 
gy abe 
R ut { 
<7 4 “ 
oS 
. Oo x & 
ee 
+. : 
5 oe 
+7 a 
ee q 
> 4 ¥ 4 
"oe ee 2 4 
> * #5 
4 et aN 
. 2 Se ‘ 
a 4 « 
Some) Dee 
€> ee ; 
.¥ nt . 
Fe + A a 
ce trae. S $ 
2% $? é % ® 
; aif : 2. we 
aoe » Re 
& MA» ie te 
“at NE i 
Ba. Oe | 
Se 2. Roe 
as i eee | 
i 
£ tg 
@ “gp 
et ee 
7 » 
‘£h : 
* “gS 
. ms 
> we 
4 
+ 
+ 
a 
La 
® 4 


Tee 
._ ‘ 
- ae § oe 
es 
; te 
hex F 
ea 
mE oN 
x fe 
we 245 
3 
. ie 
= re 
74% ’ 
AR 
7 45 “4 
oe 
S 25 
eee 
: hk) & 
‘ ; 
. < .  e 
J ¥ 
. te - 
Z f 
; ¢, é 
at 
S 
A 
ee 4% 
fi 


DAINIK-O-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Aug. 28th, 1892, 


SILCHAR. 
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SILCBAR,. 


( 896 ) 


conscience in accepting his offer. Did he reject the offer of the east-house 
Babus, because their case was of recent date, and accept Babu Brajendrg 
Kumar’s offer, because he may have been implicated ina criminal case long ago 
And admitting that implication in a criminal proceeding means discredit to a 
man, should it debar him from atoning for his guilt, if he has committed any ? 
It is true the Licutenant-Governor said that he would accept the offer if it were 
made in a spirit of contrition. But there can be no question that His Honour's 
utterances were, on the whole, very indiscreet. Still, considering His Honour’s 
love of popularity, it is to be hoped that people will not be deterred by his 
Manikganj utterances from making donations in aid of acts of public utility. 
56. The Duinitk-o-Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 28th August, says that some 
: people are advising Government to take advantage 
The sie gor He ggg and the of the present exchange difficulty to annul the per- 
der eaaeieinenzia manent settlement. Mr. Macka me that it would 
be dishonesty to do so, and the writer agrees with Mr. Mackay. What has 
been made permanent by the sovereign’s own promise ought, on no account, and 
for no opportunity, however tempting, to be tampered with. ‘The compact with 
the zamindars being for the payment of the Government revenue in rupees, 
Government should take its revenue in rupees, even if the rupee becomes so low 
in value as four annas. Any deviation from this course will involve the 
Government in a breach of contract and breach of — The introduction 
of a gold currency in India will lead to a breach of promise with the zamin- 
dars. The Currency Association seems to be under the impression that a gold 
currency and a sahd chendaed in India would raise the value of the rupee to 
ls. Gd. or twelve annas, and then the zamindars will have to compute their 
revenue at this value of the rupee, and to pay it in gold. But such an arrange- 
ment would constitute a flagrant breach of promise on the part of Government, 
for the permanent settlement distinctly lays down that the zamindars shall pay 
their revenue in silver coins. Mr. Mackay ought to have considered this 


before supporting the proposal for a gold currency and a gold standard in 
India. 


ASSAM PAPERS, 


57. The Silchar, of the 15th August, says that Hindus are prohibited by 
the shastras from eating in an Englishman’s house. 
Under these circumstances, if Sir Charles Elliott 
wants to show his love for the students, he should show it by giving them good 
appointments, and not by destroying their caste by making them food to eat 
at his house, Partaking of refreshments at Belvedere must be painful to the 
szuardian of the students, though not to thestudents themselves, who entertain 
no great respect for the shastras. Should not the students who have eaten at 
Belvedere be compelled to make penance ? 
58. The same paper says that the persons who were arrested for having 
; cut wood on the Manipur frontier, and were released 
pCcrtain offenders against the on furnishing sureties for Rs, 1,000 each, tele- 
dale graphed to the Chief Commissioner of Assam for 
their discharge. ‘The Chief Commissioner passed an order on their petition 
to the effect that their case should not be proceeded with until] further orders 
from him. But this order not having been communicated to the Deputy Com- 
missioner of Cachar by telegram, that officer has set about realising the 
amounts from the sureties by the sale of their goods, and has sent some of the 
offenders to hajut. Thus, a slight inadvertence on the part of the Chief Com- 
missioner has been productive of great hardship to a number of persons. 
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